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November 2022 

2023 Slate of Officers  

President— Janice Ricketts 

Sr. Vice President—  Ryan Payne 

Jr. Vice President—   

Secretary —  Jessie Ricketts 

Treasurer —  Bill Schenk 

Membership Secretary —  Melanie Stagg 

If you or someone you know 

would like to be on the Board 

and make a difference, please 

let the present officers know.  

New blood is ALWAYS needed. 

Westside Improvement Association 

ANNUAL FALL BANQUET 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17th  

6:00PM, Burdette Park Cabin #18  
 

“A Time of Appreciation” 

 

The evening will start at 6:00pm with a dinner of Champagne Chicken, Rice 
Pilaf, Green Bean Almandine, Garden Salad and Rolls.  Choice of drinks 

will be tea, lemonade, and coffee.     We will top off our meal with a 
dessert of Pumpkin Bread Pudding.  There is no cost. 

A PROGRAM OF REMINISING, APPRECIATION AND FELLOWSHIP WILL FOLLOW 
AS WELL AS THE ELECTION OF 2023 OFFICERS. 

 Reservations are due by November 10th to Janice 
Ricketts at janrsew@aol.com or by calling 812-431-4186. 
Please get your reservations in for this fun evening. 
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fter three successful years of holding Halloween type Festivals, a handful of West Side 
businessmen decided, in 1921, to form an organization that would handle the duties 
of putting together successful Fall Festivals and “to initiate, promote, and support any 

Christmas Light Display at Gateway Gardens  

   will Light Up Friday, Nov. 25th at 5:00pm 

Please join the Westside Improvement  

Association on Friday, November 25 at  

5:00 pm at the corner of West Maryland 

Street and  St. Joseph Avenue as we light 

up the Helfrich Park Gateway Gardens 

in memory of Charlie Stocker. 

Mums planted at the garden 

Even though Fall Festival week is a 

busy time for most of us, three of our 

members got together on Oct. 3rd, 

Monday afternoon, to plant 30 mums 

at the Gateway Gardens 

Thank you to Gordon Dingman,  

George Hollander, and Katie Koewler 

for taking the time to make sure the 

Gardens looked their autumn best for 

the visitors coming to the west side 

for the Fall Festival. 



 

 

Doc’s Words of Wisdom 
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November 8 is Election Day  

              so please  

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!  

The people that make decisions about 

roads are up for election. If  you think 

they are doing a good job continue to 

support them.  If not, now is the time for 

change. It does not matter the party, just 

vote. 

           - Bill Harty, Transportation Chair 

Tuesday, Nov. 15th 

Chick-Fil-A 

Cross Pointe 

7am –9am 

“Never argue with stupid 

people, they will drag 

you down to their level 

then beat you with 

experience.” 

                         - Mark Twain 

Below is the amount of each item sold per year  
per order forms  -- 
      2022        2021   2019 

    TOTAL       TOTAL TOTAL 

Sammies    2,331        2,354         2,889  

Westside Sammies        440           412              596 

Eggrolls          290           459              377 

Cheeseballs                913            660              990       

 Note:  On Monday2022, some of the order forms  
              were lost. 

 

 

A Big Fall Festival 

 

Another Fall Festival has passed.  As 
usual, there were many up and downs but 
we made it through. 

WIA appreciates all who gave their all 
to help our organization out that week.  
We hope to have a Finance Report for the 
next newsletter.  You can see below how 
busy the booth was by how many items we 
sold that week. 

Friday Night Booth Volunteer Crew 

For more pictures, check out 

our Facebook page. 



     

BECOME A CENTURY MEMBER by sending a check for $100 to the address on the form 

provided above. 
Once we receive your membership form and dues, you’ll receive the following benefits: 
 Be a member of Westside Improvement Association  
 Receive a Century Member certificate  
 Be listed in our monthly newsletter Pointing Westward, our website and Facebook page 
 Have a voice in how we conduct our business for the coming year 
Questions?  Please contact Melanie Stagg,  812-483-9750 or justafloridagirl01@yahoo.com 

WESTSIDE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION—2023 Membership Form 

Clip  & Send to:  WIA – P.O. Box 6172 – West Wabash Station – Evansville, IN  47719-0172 
The Westside Improvement Association, Inc., is a nonprofit organization (501 (c)(3)) which exists solely to act for the betterment 

of the west side of Vanderburgh County which includes this newsletter, Fred Padget Award, Helfrich Gateway Garden, Clem 

Frank Nature Preserve,  advocacy in land use issues, social functions and special awards.  
 

Please Circle: Full-Time Student - $10 /year                     Individual - $15 /year                   Household - $20 /year     
     Corporate / Organization - $30 /year                 Century Member - $100 / year 
 
Name:      _____       _____________________________________                                                                           

Home       

Address:      _____    Zip:_______________________ 

 

Phone:    ____________________Email:        ___________________________                    _ 

Business      Business 

Name:                  Address:______   ___________________ 

Business      Business 

Phone:                 Email: ________ __ ______________________________ 

 

WILL YOU VOLUNTEER AT OUR FALL FESTIVAL FOOD BOOTH?  ___YES   ____NO 
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Printing by Evansville Print Specialist, Inc. 

ATTENTION! 

You can now pay your 2023 dues 

online on our website. 

Go to:  

Westsideimprovement.com/membership 
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Bill Schenk 

Carol & Larry  
Haller            

In Memory of 
Paul Farmer  

Monie & Mark 
 Freeman 

Keith & Sharon Hollander 

Richard Mitchell ASLA Inc. 

Landscape Architect  

Rick & Karen  
Reising 

David K. Robinson 

For Your Positive Impact on Our Westside Community 

THANK YOU CENTURY MEMBERS 

Jack Huffman 

 

 

Randy & Janice  
Ricketts 

Bill Long 

Cheryl & Robert  

Musgrave 

Jeffrey & Sue  Krieg 

Steve  & Patrice   

Craig 

Gordon & Carol 
Dingman 

Fred 

Padget 
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To enhance the natural environment of the west side of Vanderburgh County and serve 

the common good of its residents by exerting influence on public and private sector. 

What’s Happening in the WIA Community 

 

November  17:  WIA Annual Fall Banquet  

6:00 pm,  Burdette Park Cabin #18, (at 

top of hill)  Details on front page. 

November  25:  Light Up  the  Gateway 

Garden,  5:00 pm,  

corner of  

Maryland St. &  

St. Joseph Ave 


